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My  Lord, 

When  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  feeling  themselves  annoyed 
oy  the  growing  importunity  of  the  Protestants  of  this  king- 
dom, resolved  on  issuing  a  Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the 
state  of  the  College  of  Maynooth,  although  that  resolution 
was  received  with  feelings  of  great  dissatisfaction,  and  was  re- 
garded merely  as  an  evasive  measure,  yet  it  was  some  conso- 
lation to  the  upholders  of  the  Protestant  cause,  that  your 
Lordship  was  placed  at  the  head  of  that  Commission :  for 
they  regarded  your  Lordship's  name  as  a  guarantee  that  the 
interests  of  Protestantism  would  be  sedulously  protected,  and 
though  they  had  little  expectation  that  the  most  scrutinizing 
investigation  could  elicit  anything  unfavourable  to  the  in-  , 
terests  of  Rome,  from  the  wily  and  experienced  representatives  1 

I  of  the  College,  yet  they  did  hope  that  your  Lordship  would  j 
have  prevented  a  Report  from  appearing,  at  variance  with  the  i 

i  fundamental  principles  of  a  Protestant  nation,  and  calculated  i 
to  further  the  interest  of  the  Romish  Church.  ' 

With  feelings  of  profound  regret,  I  am  constrained  to  say 
that  those  expectations  have  been  grievously  disappointed  by 

i  the  appearance  of  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  recently 

j  presented  to  Parliament. 

This  Report  is  now  before  the  public.  It  involves  national 
ifiterests  of  the  highest  order,  and  it  cannot,  therefore,  be 
'T^proper  for  me  to  address  your  Lordship  publicly,  and  to 
ite  the  grounds  of  that  strong  dissatisfaction  which  I  feel, 
in  common  with  the  Protestants  of  Great  Britain,  at  the 
Report  which  bears  your  Lordship's  signature. 
The  first  and  fundamental  objection  which  I  entertain  to  the 

:  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  is  the  false  principle  on  which 
it  is  based  throughout — a  principle  which  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand  how  any  Protestant  man  could  act  upon  or  be  a 


party  to — I  mean  the  principle  of  investigating  the  manage 
ment,  discipline  and  other  details  of  the  College,  with  a  vie^ 
to  recommending  improvements  and  rendering  it  more  effec 
tive  in  its  administration. 

This,  my  Lord,  I  admit,  is  a  very  natural  consequence  q 
the  false  principle  which  the  endowment  of  Maynooth  iii 
volves,  but  it  is  not  a  necessary  one — a  Protestant  may  thinl 
himself  bound  to  grant  an  endowment,  which  he  imagines  t< 
be  an  act  of  justice,  but  it  does  not,  therefore,  follow  that  h( 
must  become  a  party  to  rendering  the  endowed  college  ai 
efficient  as  possible,  and  thus  capable  of  doing  more  injury  t( 
the  Protestantism  he  upholds.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  i; 
a  very  close  resemblance  between  putting  Minie  rifles  int( 
the  hands  of  the  Caffres,  and  a  Protestant^s  undertaking  tc 
alter,  amend,  and  improve  the  great  factory  of  Romisl 
Priests,  who  are  the  very  weapons  of  that  warfare  which  h 
now  being  so  actively  carried  on  throughout  the  kingdom 
against  our  common  Protestantism. 

I  should  have  thought  that,  if  Her  Majesty  had  issued  a 
command  so  much  at  variance  with  the  conscientious  convic- 
tions of  a  Protestant  man,  that  the  allegiance  he  owed  to  the 
King  of  kings  would  have  prevented  his  acting  on  such  a 
commission ;  but  upon  examining  the  words  of  Her  Majesty's 
commission  I  can  discover  no  such  command.  It  runs  as 
follows : — 

"  We  do  by  these  presents  authorise  and  appoint  you  to  be  our  Com- 
missioners for  inquiring  into  the  management  and  government  of  the 
College  of  Maynooth,  the  discipline  and  course  of  studies  therein 
pursued ;  also  into  the  effects  produced  by  the  increased  grants  con- 
ferred by  Parliament  in  the  year  1845." 

Now  there  is  not  in  these  words,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  Royal 
Commission,  any  command  to  make  recommendations  or  sug- 
gestions for  improving  the  efficiency  of  the  discipline  or 
studies  of  the  College.  I  admit  that  the  Commission  is 
couched  in  language  which  might  suggest  the  making  such 
recommendations,  because  it  may  be  asked  to  what  purpose 
were  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
management  and  government  of  the  College,  if  not  to 
report  thereon,  and  to   make  suggestions  of.  improvement? 


If,  however,  such  were  really  the  intention  of  the  Commis- 
sion, though  not  expressed  in  words,  then  I  conceive  that  the 
Protestants  of  this  kingdom  are  bound  strenuously  to  protest 
against  the  Commission  as  well  as  against  the  Report :  for 
surely  our  departure  from  sound  principle  has  brought  us  to 
a  strange  pass,  if  we,  a  Protestant  nation,  are  bound  not 
merely  to  supply  the  Church  of  Rome  with  money  to  sap  the 
foundations  of  our  own  faith,  but  must  likewise  use  all  possible 
means,  by  Commission,  by  careful  investigation  and  sugges- 
tions of  improvement,  to  see  that  we  get  our  full  quid  pro  quo, 
and  that  those  Romish  Priests,  educated  with  Protestant 
money,  be  made  as  thoroughly  efficient  instruments  of  our 
own  destruction  as  skilfiil  drilling  and  high  training  can 
accomplish. 

In  accordance  with  this  view  of  the  Commission  the  Report 
is  framed  throughout,  and  is  consequently  formed  on  precisely 
the  same  principle  as  would  have  been  acted  upon  supposing  a 
Commission  had  been  issued  to  investigate  the  management, 
discipline  and  course  of  study  pursued  in  the  University  of 
Oxford  or  Cambridge.  Thus,  in  looking  over  the  Report,  I 
find  the  following  recommendations  embodied  therein : — 

"  Suggestive   Ch4.nge   in   the   Constitution   of   the   Boabd   or 

Trustees. 

"There  is  one  change  in  the  general  constitution  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  which  seems  desirable,  whenever  legislation  takes 
place,  viz.  : — that  a  certain  number  of  trustees  should  vacate 
their  places  in  rotation,  and  other  persons  be  appointed  in 
their  stead.  With  respect  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Trustees,  the  four 
Eoman  Catholic  Metropohtans  should  be  permanent  trustees ;  the 
other  six  might  be,  as  with  scarcely  an  exception  they  have  always 
been,  Roman  Catholic  suffragans  :  but  instead  of  the  Board  exercising 
the  right  to  supply  vacancies,  the  Roman  CathoUc  suffragans  should 
succeed  to  the  office  by  rotation.  By  this  means  a  greater  degree  of 
CTiergy  and  activiti/  is  likely  to  he  infused  into  the  Board  from  the 
periodical  accession  of  fresh  members." 

After  a  variety  of  questions  have  been  discussed  relating  to 
the  discipline  of  the  College,  with  a  view  to  its  improvement, 
we  then  come  to  the  studies  of  the  College,  and  are  favoured 
with  a  detailed  list  of  class-books,  and  are  informed  that, 
*^  the  great  defect  in  the  entrance  examination,  ia  the  want 


of  an  adequate  test  of  the  proficiency  of  the  candidates  ii, 
the  knowledge  of  English  ;^^  and  then  comes  a  recommend- 
ation that  "  each  candidate  for  admission  should  he  require^ 
to  write  a  short  composition  or  translation  in  Enghsh,  so  s^ 
to  test  his  acquaintance  with  the  rules  of  orthography  an 
syntax. ^^ 

We  are  then  favoured  with  the  opinion  of  the  Commis 
sioners  "as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  studies  of  the  Humanit 
and  Rhetoric  classes/'  which  it  appears  is  an  unfavourable 
one,  and  this  leads  to  a  proposed  alteration  of  the  system, 
and  that  "  a  distinct  system  of  teaching  upon  the  Tutorial 
method  be  introduced/'  Then  comes  a  plan  "by  which, 
without  extending  the  general  course  in  point  of  time,  thu 
physical  and  moral  sciences  might  be  studied  to  much 
greater  advantage  than  at  present."  The  study  of  "  agricul- 
tural chemistry''  is  next  proposed,  and  "a  Professor  of 
Mathematics  is  recommended  in  addition  to  the  Professor  of 
Physics." 

Advancing  a  little  fiirther  in  the  Report,  we  find  that  the 
French  language  is  not  sufficiently  cultivated,  and  then 
immediately  follows : — "  We  recommend  that  a  distinct 
teachership  be  established  of  the  French  language,  to  be 
open  to  a  native  of  France,  approved  of  by  the  Trustees." 

But,  my  Lord,  I  shall  not  follow  these  details  any  further. 
I  have  already  quoted  sufficient  to  show  the  character  and 
animus  of  the  Report,  which  I  conceive  to  be  framed  on  an 
entirely  false  principle;  for  I  would  ask,  what  in  the  world  have 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  do  with  the  question  whether  the 
Romish  priests  of  Ireland  can  speak  and  write  English  or 
French  with  purity  ?  and  what  has  the  Parliament  to  do  with 
such  details,  and  to  what  end  are  they  introduced  into  a 
report  of  a  national  character  ? 

My  Lord,  I  have  admitted  that  the  Commission  is  couched 
in  language  calculated  to  suggest  to  the  Commissioners  the 
propriety  of  making  such  recommendations;  but  w^hen  I 
consider  the  only  justifiable  object  in  appointing  such  a 
Commission,  in  reference  to  an  institution,  constituted  as 
Maynooth  is,  I  must  say  that  I  think  the  words  of  the  Com- 
mission will  bear  a  very  different  construction,  and  might 


Lave  called  forth  a  report  based  on  very  different  principles. 
For  what  is  the  great  question  in  which  this  Protestant 
nation  is  concerned,  pending  the  solution  of  which  all  active 
warfare  against  Maynooth  must  needs  be  suspended?  Is 
it  whether  the  young  gentlemen  of  that  College  can 
compound  manures  and  analyse  soils  under  the  guidance 
of  Johnston  and  Liebig  ?  Is  it  whether  they  are  skilful  mathe- 
maticians or  good  classics  ?  Is  it  whether  they  murder  the 
Queen's  EnojUsh  or  can  speak  the  piurest  French  ?  Assuredly 
not.  I  conceive  the  object — the  only  legitimate  object  of 
inquiry  into  the  details  of  a  College,  the  hem  of  whose 
theological  garment  we  are  forbidden  to  touch — is  simply 
whether  it  be  "a  hotbed  of  sedition/^  as  one  of  your 
witnesses,  bred  within  its  walls,  has  solemnly  declared  it 
to  be. 

Now,  then,  keeping  in  view  this,  the  only  legitimate  object 
for  a  national  investigation  of  a  College,  which  claims  the 
right  of  instilling  the  most  monstrous  doctrines  of  supersti- 
tion and  idolatry  into  the  minds  of  its  pupils,  without 
allowing  the  Commissioners  to  meddle  in  that  department 
at  all,  I  conceive  that  the  words  of  the  Commission  bear  a 
very  different  construction,  and  that  the  attention  of  the 
Commissioners,  instead  of  being  occupied  with  recommenda- 
tions, such  as  I  have  already  quoted,  should  have  been 
exclusively  devoted  to  the  question — how  far  ^^  the  manage- 
ment and  government  of  the  College  of  Maynooth,  the 
discipline  and  course  of  studies,  and  the  increased  grant  of 
1845,^^  had  fostered  a  spirit  of  disloyalty  to  the  Queen,  and 
of  enmity  to  this  Protestant  kingdom. 

Whether  I  have  put  a  right  construction  upon  the  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  Commission,  I  pretend  not 
to  say ;  but  I  feel  thoroughly  persuaded,  that  the  interpreta- 
tion it  has  received  at  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  will 
be  justly  censured  by  the  Protestants  of  this  country ;  and  I 
may  venture  to  add,  that  the  events  of  the  last  few  years  have 
so  far  opened  the  eyes  and  roused  the  minds  of  Protestants 
in  this  kingdom,  that  they  are  in  a  much  better  state  for 
defending  their  own  faith  and  repelling  the  aggressions  of 
Rome ;  so  that  instead  of  departing  further  and  further  from 
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the  sound  principles  of  onr  Protestant  ancestors_,  I  trust  w 
shall  ere  long  recover  the  ground  we  have  lost,  and  repudiat 

[  some   of  those   acts   of  expediency  which  have  now   beei  ^ 

J  proved  anything  but  expedient. 

I  feel  myself  constrained,  therefore,  though  a  private  indi 
vidual,  yet  as  one  deeply  interested  in  the  defence  of  ou] 
Protestant  faith^  most  solemnly  to  protest  against  anj 
national  intermeddling  with  the  affairs  of  Maynooth,  witl 
a  view  to  rendering  the  course  of  study  more  effective,  anci 
the  students  therein  trained,  better  qualified  as  agents  o1 
mischief,  and  enemies  of  the  truth.  And  I  do  so,  nol 
under  the  impulse  of  fear,  but  simply  because  I  regard  it  to 
be  a  still  greater  departure  from  sound  principle  than  the 
endowment  of  Maynooth  itself — another  step  downward  in 
that  mad  career  of  suicidal  policy,  which  has  been  pursued 
only  too  long. 

The  next  ground  of  objection  to  the  Report  which  I  find 
is,  the  manifest  leaning  towards  the  interests  of  Rome  which 
it  displays.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  why  one,  and  only  one, 
theological  question  (apart  from  dogmas  touching  upon  State 
politics)  should  have  been  investigated ;  and  why  the  Com- 
missioners, whilst  abstaining  from  other  topics,  should  have 
felt  themselves  at  liberty  to  inquire  into  the  moral  effects  of 
reading  the  Commentaries  of  Delahogue,  Bailly,  and  Liguori 
on  the  Seventh  Commandment.  If  it  be  replied,  because 
this  subject  is  intimately  connected  with  the  morals  of  the 
students,  I  would  ask,  are  there  no  other  theological  tenets  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  but  this  one,  which  have  any  bearing 
on  the  morals  of  the  students?  If  it  were  permissible  to 
touch  on  the  subject  of  theology  at  all,  surely  the  Commis- 
sioners might  have  investigated  many  other  pages  of  the  creed 
of  Rome,  equally  injurious  to  the  morality  of  her  followers. 

This   subject,  however,   to  do  the  Commissioners  justice, 
has  been  gone  into  most  fully,  but  I  am  at  a  loss  to  find  the  1 
impartiality  or  the  wisdom  of  the  decision  they  have  pro- 
nounced in  the  following  words  :-~3, 

"  We  are  bound  to  say  that  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  from  the 
evidence  of  any  party,  that  these  studies  have  had,  practically,  an 
injurious  effect  upon  the  minds  and  characters  of  the  students." 
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I  must  remind  your  Lordship  that  these  words  were  pemied 
by  the  Commissioners,  after  the  following  testimony  had 
been  given  on  the  subject — 

"  The  Eev.  Daniel  Leahy. 
(Formerly  Student  in  Maynooth.) 

"  It  was  my  opinion  then,  and  is  now,  with  regard  to  the  sixth  (our 
seventh)  precept  of  the  Decalogue  and  the  Matrimony  Treatise,  that 
they  had  a  direct  immoral  tendency  on  the  minds  of  the  students. 

"  Should  you  say  that,  practically,  such  is  the  result,  or  is  it  the 
impression  on  your  mind  that  such  a  subject  is  in  itself  injurioui  1 
Yes  ;  the  minds  of  the  students  being  necessarily  engaged  on  these 
questions,  I  think,  taking  into  consideration  the  natural  depravity  of 
man  in  a  fallen  state,  that  it  has  a  direct  tendency  to  produce  bad 
effects  on  the  minds  and  morals  of  the  students." 

"  Eev.  D.  L  Brasbie. 
{Ediicated  at  Maynooth.) 

"  I  think  that  the  Treatise  on  Matrimony  should  ,  never  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  any  student.  I  do  not  see  what  connexion  the  *  Treatise 
.on  Matrimony '  has  with  the  Scripture  at  all,  so  far  as  a  young  man  is 
concerned.  No  man,  unless  he  were  an  angel,  could  sit  down  and  read 
those  tracts,  and  the  questions  and  answers  inserted  in  them,  by  foul- 
mouthed  theologians,  without  feeling.  I  say  it  with  regret,  but  it  is  a 
fact.  Let  any  gentleman  look  at  those  questions  and  answers,  and 
I  defy  him  not  to  condemn  them.  Let  him  look  at  Liguori,  and  Dens> 
or  Bailly — one  is  just  as  bad  as  another.  What  connexion  has  the 
reading  of  this  filthy  matter  with  the  Word  of  God,  or  with  the 
salvation  of  a  man's  immortal  soul." 

"  Rev.  Dr.  Butler. 
(Formerly  Romish  Priest,  bred  at  Malta  and  Eome.) 

"  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  instruction  given  upon  the 
sixth  precept  and  in  connexion  with  it,  is  such  as  to  be  injurious  to  the 
morals  of  the  young  priest  himself,  or  those  committed  to  his  charge  1 

''  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  not  taught  or  explained,  as  it  is  generall 
tbelieved,  in  Maynooth,  but  I  know  that  it  is  in  England.   .  Of  cours 
I  must  consider  it  injurious  to  a  young  man's  morals  to  have  those 
things  taught  him." 

Now,  my  Lord,  I  must  confess  myself  unable  to  compre- 
hend how  the  Commissioners,  with  this  testimony  before 
them,  could  ever  have  penned  the  paragraph  I  have  already 
quoted,  and  affirm  that  "  they  have  no  reason  to  believe,  from 
the  evidence  of  any  party ,  that  these  studies  have  had,  prac- 
tically, an  injurious  effect  on  the  mind  and  character  of  the 
students.'^ 
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Wlietlier  the  Commissioners  took  the  advice  of  Mr.  Brasbie 
and  read  the  treatises  on  the  Seventh  Commandment  and  D< 
Matrimonio,  in  which  the  students  of  Maynooth  are  drilled 
we  are  not  informed^ — but  sure  I  am,  that  if  they  had  mad( 
themselves  acquainted  with  this  mass  of  obscene  and  filth} 
teaching  presented  to  the  minds  of  young  men;  if  they  hat 
informed  themselves,,  as  they  might  have  done,  of  the  im- 
moral consequences  which  have  followed  that  teaching,  thej 
could  not  have  so  completely  missed  the  conclusions  of  com- 
mon sense  on  this  subject  as  to  have  asserted  "that  these, 
studies  had  no  injurious  effect  on  the  mind  and  character  o1 
the  students." 

This  assertion,  following  upon  such  evidence,  is  a  striking 
proof  of  the  one-sided  character  of  the  Report,  and  how  com- 
pletely the  influence  of  Rome  must  have  guided  the  pen  of 
him  who  drew  it  up. 

I  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  Report,  which  I  conceive  to 
be  the  only  legitimate  object  for  which  this  Commission 
could  be  issued,  viz.:  the  inquiry  how  the  teaching  and  in- 
fluence of  the  College  affects  the  interests  of  the  State ;  how 
far  the  temper  and  spirit  of  the  institution  is  loyal  or  disloyal, 
friendly  and  patriotic,  or  seditious  and  turbulent. 

Now  it  is  a  remarkable  feature  of  the  Report,  too  striking 
to  be  overlooked,  that  this,  the  great,  the  all  important  topic 
of  the  Commission,  is  shuffled  over  in  three  lines  of  a  Report 
nearly  fifty  pages  long. 

There  is  a  remarkable  contrast  between  the  amplitude  of 
detail  contained  in  the  examinations,  and  the  truly  Spartan 
brevity  with  which  it  is  all  summed  up  in  the  Report.  The 
conflicting  statements  of  the  witnesses  are  not  weighed,  the 
discussion  of  evidence  is  carefully  eschewed,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners prudently  shrink  from  all  responsibility,  notwithstand- 
ing which  they  have  brought  in  a  verdict  of  not  guilty  in 
favour  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  in  the  following  words  : — 

"  We  should  be  doing  injustice  to  the  College  if  we  failed  to  report, 
as  the  general  result  of  the  whole  evidence  before  us,  that  we  see  no 
reason  to  believe  that  there  lias  been  any  disloyalty  in  the  teaching  of 
the  College,  or  any  disj)osition  to  imjDair  the  obligations  of  an  unre 
served  allegiance  to  your  Majesty." 
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My  Lord,  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  great 
surprise  which  I  felt  on  reading  these  words,  after  I  had 
perused  the  evidence  which  the  appendix  to  the  Eeport 
contains. 

There  are  two  classes  of  witnesses  called  in  to  testify  as  to 
the  loyalty  or  disloyalty  of  the  College  of  Maynooth,  viz.:  the 
officers  and  students  of  the  college;  and  persons  bred  at 
Maynooth,  w^ho  have  since  left  the  Church  of  Rome.  Their 
testimony  is  certainly  most  conflicting,  but  unless  it  be  de- 
cided that  all  the  witnesses  belonging  to  the  latter  class  are 
utterly  unworthy  of  credit,  I  cannot  understand  how  the 
Commissioners  are  justified  in  asserting  that,  "they  see  no 
reason  to  believe  there  has  been  any  disloyalty  in  the  teaching 

-oftheCoUege.'^ 

The  Commissioners  have  shrunk  from  the  task  of  weighing 
this  mass  of  conflicting  testimony,  but  they  have  cast  an 
aspersion  upon  the  veracity  of  all  the  Protestant  witnesses,  by 
making  a  declaration  which  can   only  be  justified  by  the 

tentire  repudiation  of  that  great  body  of  evidence,  which  was 
borne  by  them  to  the  disloyalty  of  the  officers  and  students 

'  of  Maynooth. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  my  Lord,  that  every  witness  who 

Ihas  been  educated  at  Maynooth,  and  has  since  renounced  the 
Church  of  Rome,  bears  the  same  testimony  to  the  disloyal 
and  seditious  character  of  their  Alma  Mater  ;  testimony  which 

is  only  too  truly  borne  out  by  the  painful  experience  of  un- 
happy Ireland,  and  the  seditious  character  of  the  priesthood 
in  that  country.  This  evidence  is  not  merely  the  expression 
of  opinion  but  the  declaration  of  facts,  abundant  and  various, 
but  of  all  the  same  character  -,  and  unless  the  utter  worthless- 
ness  of  those  several  witnesses  be  proved,  I  cannot  see  how 
the  College  of  Maynooth  can  stand  acquitted. 

I  am  quite  willing  to  admit  that  feelings  are  apt  to  exist  in 
the  mind  of  a  person,  who  has  changed  parties,  unfriendly  to 
his  former  associates,  which  may  make  it  proper  to  receive 
his  statements  with  caution,  more  especially  if  they  be  merely 
the  expression  of  opinion ;  but  unless  the  witness  be  destitute 
of  honesty  and  truth,  he  cannot  put  forth  assertions  of  fact 
against    his  better  knowledge.     Moreover  the  strength  of 
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cumulative  testimony  tends  to  weaken  that  distrust,  fflff 
render  such  evidence  increasingly  credible,  when  out  of  ; 
number  of  separate  independent  witnesses  each  bears  testi 
mony  to  a  variety  of  independent  facts,  occurring  under  hi 
own  observation,  all  of  which  facts  tend  to  prove  the  same  thing 
How  the  Commissioners  can  have  overlooked  and  com 
pletely  set  aside  the  very  remarkable  and  striking  evidenci 
borne  by  such  a  number  of  witnesses  to  the  disloyalty  o 
the  College,  and  yet  have  been  so  ready  to  believe  all  tha 
was  said  in  its  favom'  by  those  who  had  the  deepest  interest 
at  stake  to  conceal  the  truth  and  misrepresent  the  matter,  it  i 
not  for  me  to  say. 

To  put  the  matter,  however,  in  its  proper  light,  and  to  sho'? 
the  nature  and  strength  of  that  evidence  which  has  been  s( 
completely  set  aside  by  the  Commissioners,  I  beg  to  quote  th( 
following  passages  from  the  Appendix  to  the  Report : — 

"The  Eev.  John  O'Callaghan. 
{Educated  at  Maynooth?) 
"  As  far  as  your  experience  went,  was  a  spirit  of  loyalty  infused  intc 
the  students  ? 
*^  No,  I  should  say  not.  i^^l 

"  Have  you  anything  to  state  upon  that  point  ?  ^B^m 

"  I  can  state  a  fact  which  came  under  my  own  notice,  which,  I  think, 
plainly  shows  that  a  spirit  of  loyalty  was  not  inculcated  there.  3 
remember  when  I  was  a  student  that  the  then  Lord  Lieutenant,  the 
Earl  of  Mulgrave,  visited  the  College,  when  we  were  all  drawn  up  tc 
receive  him,  and  presented  an  address  to  him.  He  then  ordered  that 
our  examinations  should  be  dispensed  with,  and  at  the  same  time 
ordered  us  some  wine.  Three  bottles  were  accordingly  served  to  every 
mess,  we  clubbed  and  made  up  some  money  to  send  to  Dublin  for  con- 
fectionery ;  the  College  supplied  us  with  hot  water,  and  we  had  a  feast. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  joviality  on  the  occasion  ;  in  the  course  of  the 
evening  some  of  the  professors  paid  us  a  visit ;  when  they  came  in  there 
was  a  rush  of  the  students  towards  them,  and  they  soon  formed  a  circle 
round  them.  O'Connell's  health  was  proposed,  and  the  Professor  of 
Logic,  Mr.  Whitehead,  spoke  to  the  toast. 
"  In  what  year  was  that  ? 

"  In  November,  1836.  I  remember  distinctly  that  Mr.  "Whitehead  on 
that  occasion  observed — '  That  as  we  were  bound  by  every  principle  to 
support  and  defend  those  who  would  fight  our  battle,  and  seek  liberty 
and  entire  emancipation  for  us  ;  so  on  the  other  hand  there  was  no  law 
human  or  divine,  natural  or  revealed,  that  prevented  us  from  seeking, 
by  all  legitimate  means,  to  humble  a  nation  that  would  grind  us, 
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trample  upon  us,  enact  penal  laws  against  us,  and  set  the  same  value 
upon  the  head  of  a  priest  that  it  had  set  upon  the  head  of  a  wolf.'  I 
remember  those  words,  and,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  they  are  his  ipsis- 
$ima  verba,  ceiiiainly  the  substance  of  what  he  said.  That  sentiment 
was  applauded  for  four  or  five  minutes. 

"  Did  you  hear  afterwards  that  any  fault  had  been  found  with  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Whitehead  ? 

"  No.  But  I  know  very  well  that  we  often  repeated  it  when  walking 
together.  I  recollect  that  we  got  the  words  of  the  sentence  by  heart, 
and  it  was  one  with  which  we  all  sympathised. 

"  Have  you  any  other  circumstance  to  mention  illustrative  of  the 
same  feeling  ? 

"  I  know  that  a  hatred  of  England  and  of  Protestantism  was  the 
strongest  and  most  predominant  feeling  among  the  students  of 
Maynooth  ? 

"  On  what  occasion  had  the  stiudents  opportunity  of  exhibiting  to  one 
another  that  sort  of  feeling  ? 

"When  the  walk-days  were  wet.  Every  Wednesday  was  an  idle 
day,  and  when  wet  the  students  assembled  together.  I  recollect  one 
student  who,  I  believe,  was  arrested  in  the  College  for  seditious 
language  made  use  of  at  meetings  which  took  place  in  some  part  of 
Ireland  ;  and  I  heard  this  person  myself  frequently  give  specimens  of 
the  orations  he  had  delivered  ;  and  I  could  swear  solemnly  that  if  he 
had  used  half  the  same  abusive  language  against  any  Roman  Catholic 
saint,  that  he  did  against  the  Queen  and  her  Government,  he  would 
have  been  expelled  immediately.  I  never  heard  that  he  received  the 
slightest  reprimand ;  on  the  contrary,  I  know  that  he  was  a  great 
favourite  with  the  professors  and  students  in  general. 

"  You  mentioned  that  you  heard  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  when 
administered,  interpolated  by  one  of  the  students  ? 

"Not  so  much  an  interpolation  as  an  alteration — substituting  a 
negative  for  an  affirmative.  1  heard  this  person  distinctly  say,  "  I  take 
this  oath  zoith  equivocation  and  mental  reservation.' 

"  Rev.  Daniel  Leahy. 

"Was  the  question  of  the  allegiance  due  to  the  Royal  Majesty 
treated  of  in  the  course  of  the  instruction  you  received  ? 

"  No  ;  I  do  not  recollect  any  instruction  on  that  point.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  impression  is  constantly  kept  up  in  the  minds  of  the  students 
that  the  reigning  King  at  any  time,  was  a  heretic  and  out  of  the  pale 
of  salvation,  and  that  they  could  not  conscientiously  hsbve  allegiance  to 
him,  so  as  to  keep  him  on  the  throne  to  the  exclusion  of  a  Roman 
Catholic,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  eternal  welfare  of 
his  soul.  That  was  as  far  as  I  could  foim  an  opinion  of  the  general 
impression.  I  certainly  am  prepared  to  state  that  Maynooth  is  a  great 
hotbed  of  mistaken  piety,  and,  as  a  consequence,  a  hotbed  of  disloyalty. 
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"  Eev.  D.  L.  Brasbie. 

"  What  was  the  nature  of  the  teaching  which   you  received  i 
regard  to  the  duty  you  owed  to  the  Sovereign  ? 

"  We  did  not  think  of  the  reigning  Monarch  one  way  or  anothei 
The  feeling  with  regard  to  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  was,  that  they  woul  I 
as  soon  swear  allegiance  to  Mehemet  Ali,  as  they  would  to  George  th 
Fourth — that  was  the  general  feeling. 

"  Rev.  William  John  Burke. 
{Educated  at  Maynooth) 

"  Do  you  recollect  in  what  way  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  was  taken  ? 

"  I  recollect  that  the  senior  dean  came  to  the  freshman's  house,  lat( 
in  the  evening,  prior  to  our  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  and  I  nevej 
in  my  life  witnessed  such  consternation  as  existed  amongst  the  students 
at  the  idea  of  swearing  allegiance  to  a  Protestant  King.  The  dear  \ 
saw  the  gathering  storm  and  endeavoured  to  appease  it,  aud  he  brought  ■ 
over  two  or  tliree  copies  of  '  O'Leary's  Treatise  on  the  Oath,'  by  a 
Roman  Catholic.  In  calling  over  the  list  the  following  morning,  there 
was  about  one-third  of  the  students  who  were  reported  to  be  on  the 
sick  list ;  and  it  was  distinctly  understood  by  us  that  these  men 
feigned  sickness  in  order  to  avoid  taking  the  oath.  Then  the  two 
"deans  walked  us  to  the  court-house,  and  in  going  there  I  was  certainly 
a  good  deal  astonished  at  what  I  witnessed.  The  dean  desired  us  to 
bring  all  the  Testaments  and  Bibles  in  our  possession  into  the  court- 
house, and  I  think  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  there  might  have  been 
j^ve.  When  we  were  ushered  into  the  jury-boxes  there  was  an  awful 
struggle  ;  each  person  endeavouring  to  push  forward  his  fellow  to  the 
front  of  the  rails,  thereby  to  avoid  laying  his  hand  on  the  Testament. 
At  the  taking  of  the  oath,  the  officer  of  the  court  told  them  to  repeat 
the  words  distinctly  after  him  ;  and  in  giving  out  the  words  of  the  oath 
there  were  two  young  men  standing  near  me,  and  I  distinctly  heard 
them  repeat  the  words  of  the  oath  in  a  negative  sense,  viz. :  when 
the  officer  said  'I  do  swear,'  they  said,  *I  do  not  swear,'  On 
returning  to  the  College,  those  who  had  feigned  sickness  taunted 
us  for  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  ;  many  of  the  young  men  boasted 
that  they  had  not  repeated  the  words  of  the  oath,  and  others  said  that 
they  had  not  laid  their  hands  on  the  Testament. 

"  Were  those  young  men  whose  names  appeared  on  the  sick  list 
taken  afterwards  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  bath  administered  to 
them? 

"  I  never  heard  that  they  were.  | 

"  At  High  Mass  the  Royal  Anthem  is  sung  at  the  end  of  mass,  and 
after  the  priest  has  put  off  his  manuple.  This  manuple  is  the  only 
J)art  of  the  priest's  dress  which  is  not  borrowed  from  the  Pagan  priest- 
hood of  Numa  Pompilius.  This  manuple  is  taken  off  before  he  intones 
the  Royal  Anthem.  I  asked  some  of  the  senior  students  why  the  priest 
put  off  the  manuple  before  he  intoned  the  Royal  Anthem,  and  they  all 
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)ld  me  that  no  priest  could  pray  for  an  heretical  prince  while  he  had 
le  raanuple  on,  which  they  wear  on  the  left  arm  :  and  when  I  became 
lyself  a  divinity  student  I  discovered  by  the  teachings  of  Maynooth, 
liat  no  priest  can  pray  for  a  heretic,  unless  in  Easter  week.  In  giving 
ut  the  Koyal  Anthem,  it  was  intoned  '  Domine  salvum  fac  regem.' 
,n  my  fii'st  year,  and  sitting  next  seat  but  one  to  the  authorities  of  the 
lOuse,  I  heard  some  of  the  senior  students  sing  the  Eoyal  Anthem 
hus,  '  Domine  salvum  xohack  regem  ;'  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
uthorities  of  the  house  must  have  heard  it  also. 

"  I  was  at  Maynooth  at  the  time  that  emancipation  was  granted  and 
elebrated  :  the  College  authorities  supplied  wine  on  the  occasion,  and 

was  much  shocked  at  what  I  witnessed  that  night.  The  students  in- 
ited  the  authorities  to  join  them  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration, 
rhich  they  did.  It  was  celebrated  with  music  and  singing,  and  among 
he  songs  sung  that  night  was  one  said  to  be  composed  by  Dr.  England, 
v*ho  was  educated  at  Maynooth  —  he  was  Bishop  of  Charleston,  in 
\^erica  ; — and  this  song,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  was  the  only  one  encored 
n  the  occasion.    Part  of  the  song  runs  thus  : — 

^  Columbia's  banner  floats  on  high, 
Her  eagle  seizes  on  the  prey  ; 
Then  Erin  wipe  thy  tearful  eye, 
And  cheer  thy  hope  on  Patrick's  day. 

The  next  stanza  says  : — 

*The  toast  we'll  give  is  Alhioii'sfall, 
And  Erin's  pride  on  Patrick's  day.' 

^^t  this  latter  sentiment  being  uttered,  the  authorities  and  students 
were  instantly  on  their  legs,  and  cheered  the  sentiment :  they  encored 
I  ihe  song  over  and  over  again.  This  occui'red  in  the  presence  of  all  and 
*  !very  one  of  the  authorities  of  Maynooth,  and  not  one  man  stood  up  to 
f  express  his  disapprobation  of  such  disloyal  expressions." 

The  above,  my  Lord,  is  but  a  portion  of  the  evidence 
"vhich    the  Appendix   to   the  Report    contains,    tending   to 
prove  the  habitual  spirit  of  disloyalty  which  reigns  in  the 
joreasts,  alike    of  tutors   and   students,  within  the  walls  of 
Maynooth.     That   all   this   mass    of  evidence   should   have 
3een   discarded   from    the  Report,  and   its   influence   upon 
:he  minds  of  the  Commissioners  so  entirely  nullified  as  to 
Bnable   them   to   testify   in   favour   of  the   loyalty    of   the 
College,  is  to  me  a  marvel ;  and  can  only  be  explained^  as 
it  appears  to  me,  by  the  manifest  leaning  towards  the  in- 
terests of  Rome,  which  seems  to  have  influenced  the  mind 
of  him  who  drew  up  the  Report.     I  cannot  for  a  moment 
believe,  my  Lord,  that  we  are  indebted  to  your  Lordship's 
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pen  for  any  i3ortion  of  that  Report ;  and  though  I  greatl; 
lament  the  countenance  which  your  Lordship's  signatur 
has  lent  it,  yet  I  would  draw  a  wide  distinction  betweei 
the  author  who  composed  it^  and  those  who  merel; 
signed  it. 

I  have  now  stated  some  of  the  grave  objections  which 
entertain  to  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  t< 
inquire  into  the  management  and  government  of  the  Collegl 
of  Maynooth ;  and  in  doing  so  I  have  exercised  the  right 
and  privilege  of  an  Englishman.  If,  in  the  course  of  thfe 
remarks  which  I  have  felt  constrained  to  make,  I  should 
appear  in  any  degree  to  have  been  wanting  in  respect  to 
your  Lordship,  I  should  greatly  regret  it ;  because  I  can 
truly  say  that  the  feelings  of  high  respect  which  I  entertain 
for  your  Lordship's  character  have  caused  the  strictures 
which  I  have  made  upon  the  Report  to  be  a  most  painful 
and  unwelcome  task ;  nor  could  I  have  brought  myself  to 
do  so,  but  from  that  constraining  sense  of  duty,  in  a  ques- 
tion of  such  sacred  and  vital  importance,  which  compels  a 
man  to  speak  his  mind,  and  to  discharge  his  conscience  at 
all  hazards. 

The  great  question  now  before  this  nation,  is  not  the  modi- 
fication or  improvement  of  Maynooth  College,  but  the  entire 
withdrawal  of  the  grant,  and  I  am  not  without  hope  that  the 
unsatisfactory  character  of  the  Report  may  tend  to  stimulate 
the  energy  of  the  Protestants  of  this  kingdom,  seeing  there 
is  no  hope  held  out  to  them  of  the  endowment  being  with- 
drawn, and  that  henceforth  they  must    depend,  under  the 
Divine  blessing,  upon  the  determined  spirit  of  a  Protestant 
people,  daily  becoming  more  and  more   alive  to  the  sin  and 
the  folly  which  the  endowment  of  Popery  involves. 
I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  FOX. 

Durham^  April  3, 1855. 


